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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 1 and 12 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1 1 and 12 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which appUcant regards as 
the invention. 

4. Regarding claims 1 1 and 12, the phrase "sheet-hke" renders the claim(s) indefinite 
because the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those encompassed by "sheet- 
like"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) unascertainable. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1-3 and 5-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Key 
(4,183,610 cited by Applicant). 
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Regarding claim 1, Key (col. 3. line 25- col. 5 line 63) discloses a press-fit terminal 
comprising: 

a pressure retaining part (col. 3, lines 37-39); and 

an introducing part 12 an aperture (figure 1) extending in the axial direction of the 
terminal 1 8, wherein 

the aperture generates an elastic force in the pressure retaining part (col. 3, lines 37-39) 
and the introducing part 12 when the press-fit terminal 18 is press-fitted, and 

the pressure retaining part (col. 3, Unes 37-39) generates an elastic force which becomes a 
holding force when the pressiire retaining (col. 3, lines 37-39): part is press-fitted into the 
through- hole 14, 15, and the introducing part 12 generates an elastic force, the intensity of 
which is lower than that of the elastic force generated by the pressure retaining part (col. 3, Unes 
37-39). 

Regarding claim 2, Key (col. 3. line 25- col. 5 line 63) discloses an electronic equipment 
comprising: 

a wiring board 16 having a through hole 14, 15; a press-fit terminal press-fitted into and 
held by the through-hole 14, 15, wherein the press-fit terminal 18 includes a pressure retaining 
part (col. 3, Unes 37-39) and an introducing part 12 formed by an aperture extending in the axial 
direction of the terminal, 

the aperture 14, 15 generates an elastic force in the pressure retaining part (col. 3, Unes 
37-39) and the introducing part 12 when the press-fit terminal is press- fitted into the through- 
hole, 
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the pressure retaining part (col. 3, lines 37-39) generates an elastic force which becomes 
a holding force when the pressure retaining part (col. 3, Unes 37-39) is press-fitted into the 
through-hole, and 

the introducing part 12 generates an elastic force, the intensity of which is lower than that 
of the elastic force generated by the pressure retaining part (col. 3, lines 37-39). 

Regarding claim 3, Key (col. 3. line 25- col. 5 line 63) discloses that said introducing part 
12 is formed so that a diameter of the introducing part 12 is gradually reduced when it comes to 
an end portion (figure 1). 

Regarding claim 5, Key (col. 3. line 25- col. 5 line 63) discloses that a cross-sectional area 
of said introducing part 12 is smaller than that of said pressure retaining (col. 3, lines 37-39) part. 

Regarding claim 6, Key (col. 3. line 25- col. 5 hne 63) discloses that when an aperture 
(figure 1) of said introducing part 12 is formed being extended in the axial direction toward an 
end portion, the cross-sectional area of the introducing part is adjusted. 

Regarding claim 7, Key (col. 3. line 25- col. 5 hne 63) discloses that a region of said 
aperture (figure 1) corresponding to the pressure retaining part (col. 3, Unes 37-39) is formed 
small, and a region of the aperture (figure 1) corresponding to said introducing part 12 is formed 
large. 

Regarding claim 8, Key (col. 3. line 25- col. 5 hne 63) discloses that the region of said 
aperture (figure 1) corresponding to the is formed small so that a pressure retaining part (col. 3, 
lines 37-39) reduction in the elastic force of the pressure retaining part (col. 3, lines 37-39), 
which is caused when the cross-sectional area of said introducing part 12 is decreased, can be 
made up. 
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Regarding claim 9, Key (col. 3. line 25- coL5 line 63) discloses that said wiring board 16 
is composed of a laminated board. 

Regarding claim 10, Key (col. 3. line 25- col. 5 line 63) discloses that said wiring board 
16 is composed of a laminated board on which a plurality of glass fiber sheets are multiply 
laminated, and printed wiring is provided on the surface. 

Regarding claim 11, Key (col. 3. line. 25- col. 5 line 63) discloses a press-fit joining 
wiring board 16 made of a sheet-Uke base material, having a through-hole 14, 15 into which a 
press-fit terminal 18 is press-fitted so that it can be held, wherein an elastic material is contained 
in the resin for combining the sheet-like base material. 

Regarding claim 12, Key (col 3. line 25- col. 5 line 63) discloses an electronic equipment 
comprising a wiring board 16 made of a sheet-Uke base material, having a through-hole 14, 15 
into which a press-fit terminal 18 is press-fitted so that it can be held, wherein an elastic material 
is contained in the resin for combining the sheet-like base material. 

Regarding claim 13, Key (col. 3. line 25- col.5 line 63) discloses that said elastic material 
is made of elastic particulates dispersed in the resin of the board 16. 

Regarding claim 14, Key (col. 3. Une 25- col.5 hne 63) discloses that said elastic 
particulates are made of one of acrylic rubber, silicon rubber and nitrile butadiene rubber or the 
elastic particulates are made of a combination in which a plurality of the rubber materials are 
combined with each other (col. 5. lines 32-63). 

Regarding claim 15, Key (col. 3. line 25- col.5 hne 63) discloses that said elastic material 
is filled in a surface layer portion of the board 16. 
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Regarding claim 16, Key (col. 3. line 25- coL5 line 63) discloses that an inner 
circumferential face of said through-hole 14, 15 is made of metal, the hardness of which is 
higher than that of copper. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 11-16 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anton B Harris whose telephone number is (571) 272-1976. The 
examiner can normally be reached on weekdays from 8:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Mr, 
Dean Reichard, can be reached on (571) 272-2800 ext 3 1. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 



abh 

10/17/05 



/ DEAN A. RBCHARD 

SUPERVISORY RATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 



